
 

 

 
Chapter Four 
 
FRANK TURNER  
 
Railroader and Link to French Canada 

 
 
   

 
 
Frank Turner was our first railroader. Railroad-
ing in Canada was in its heyday in the 1880s 
and Rivière-du-Loup was a hub of rail activity. 
Frank took advantage of this opportunity to 
transform his career and resettle his family in 
Ottawa, becoming the progenitor of many 
Turner descendants living there today. Frank 
was tall with a strong face, featuring the quin-
tessential Turner Greek nose and a pronounced 
chin. In his later years, he sported a bushy, 
greyish-white moustache. Frank was a family 
man, a man of faith, principled and resolute. 
And he was well known and popular in the Ot-
tawa railway scene.  
   Importantly, Frank was our first Turner to 
link with our French Canadian ancestry, marry-
ing Emma Lapointe, a descendant of the early 
New France Audet dit Lapointe family. 
 
Beginnings 
 
Francis Ebenezer Turner, the third child of John 
and Agnes Turner, was born on June 19, 1853 in 
Fredericton1. His second name came from his 
grandfather Nicholson, and perhaps his first 
name also came from the Nicholson line as we 
have not found any other Frank Turners in ear-
lier generations. 
   Frank was raised and schooled in Fredericton. 
He must have been introduced to stage-
coaching at an early age as, in 1867 at age 14, he 
was paid $20 for service to the New Brunswick 
legislature as a coachman.2 He was likely work-
ing with his father at the time. He moved to Riv- 
 

ière-du-Loup with the family in 1868, where 
again he most likely worked for his father as a 
driver on the Rivière-du-Loup-to-Edmundston 
mail run. His daughter Frances remembers 
Frank’s fondness for horses. She says he was a 
good “whip” like his father and that he used to 
drive a “four-in-hand” (the reins are arranged in 
such a way that one driver handles all four 
horses with one hand). She also remembers 
driving tandem with him (two horses, one horse 
in front of the other).3 
 
A Melding of Cultures 

 In 1876 he married Emma Lapointe of Ste-Rose-
du-Dégelé (now Dégelis), a village on the Mad-
awaska River at the east end of Lake 
Temiscouata, about 40 km from Edmundston. 
Dégelis, so called as it was located at a place on 
the river which did not freeze in winter, was  

 
 

 
View of the Madawaska River c1840   

Attributed to Arianne Saunders Shore - Beaverbrook 
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established in 1837 as a way station for troops 
en route to Quebec. It was a stop on the Grand 
Portage route from Saint John, NB to Quebec 
City, an important military connection for Brit-
ish troops from Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick to Canada East. 
   Emma was born in 1856 in Notre Dame du 
Portage, on the southern shore of the St. Law-
rence River a few miles up-river of Rivière-du-
Loup. She was the daughter of Alexandre Au-
det dit Lapointe, reportedly among the leading 
settlers of the Ste. Rose du Dégelé area. Alexan-  
dre was involved in timber, fishing and farming 
and was successful in trade in these commodi-
ties. He operated a flour mill and saw mill and 
apparently held extensive timber lands. There 
still is a Lapointe Village and Rue Lapointe on 
the  outskirts  of  Dégelis.   The  Lapointes  were  
 

descendants of Nicolas Audet dit Lapointe, an 
early settler of Ile d’Orleans in the late 1660s.4 
Our Audet dit Lapointe ancestry will be chroni-
cled in Volume 2 of A Melding of Cultures. 
   In the mid 1870s, Frank was living in Ed-
mundston, likely running the terminal station 
for his father’s business. He would have had to 
deal in Ste-Rose-Du-Dégelé as well and may 
have met Emma there5. Family history says 
Frank and Emma were married in Edmundston 
in the Catholic Church. Another family story 
says that Emma was in a convent preparing to 
be a nun, but left and eloped with Frank.6  My 
mother says Emma told her the snow drifts 
were still high the day of their marriage and she 
and Frank went to the church in a horse drawn 
cutter.7 We have found no church record of the 
marriage, nor a record of Frank’s commitment 
to have their children raised as Catholics. 
Frank’s parents were raised staunch Protestants 
and the entire family was listed as Church of 
Scotland in the 1871 census. Frank, and later 
brother George, may have been the first Turner 
family members of any generation to marry 
Roman Catholics. 
       Frank and Emma lived in Edmundston 
from 1876 to 1880 and their first three children 
were born there. In March 1878 Frank peti-
tioned the New Brunswick government for ap-
proval to purchase three lots of vacant, unim-
proved land in Edmundston. The three roods, 
or approximately ¾ of an acre, were priced at 
$30. No record of the petition being successful 
has been found. 
   In April 1879 Frank entered into a four year  
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lease of a large farm on the north side of the 
Madawaska River near Edmundston. The rent 
was $60 for the first year and $80 annually 
thereafter. Frank was required to continue the 
farming operation.8 
   Their lives changed shortly thereafter, howev-
er, as by 1881, they had moved to Lapointe Vil-
lage. In the census that year, Frank is listed as a 
“marchand”, living with Emma and son Harry. 
The disposition of the Madawaska farm lease is 
unknown. Perhaps he had gone into business 
with his father-in-law. Their first child, Agnes, 
had died in infancy in 1877 and John, their sec-
ond child, in 1879 at two years of age. Daughter 
Florence Eugenie was born later in 1881. Also 
living with them at the time was 18 year old 
Raymonde Palmire, a “domestique”.9  
 
Transitioning to Railroading in Ottawa  

In 1882 Frank relocated to Ottawa for a railroad-
ing job. Our best guess is that in 1881-1882, the 
family left Ste. Rose for Rivière-du-Loup and 
Frank started in railroading at ICR or Grand 
Trunk. With Rivière-du-Loup as a terminal for 
both railways, the large worker pool would 
have been seen by other railways as fertile re-
cruiting ground. And for an ambitious young 
man, relocation would have provided a good 
opportunity for early advancement. Also, 
Frank’s brother George was working in Ottawa 
as a bookkeeper, so there would have been fam-
ily nearby. But, for Emma, the move away from  

 
 

her family roots must have been traumatic.   
   We have found no record of Frank’s residency 
or employment in Ottawa until 1884. Sons 
George and Louis were baptized in Notre Dame 
Cathedral in 1884 and 1885.10 From the records, 
they were not members of that parish. The 1884 
Ottawa Directory shows the family residing in 
Richmond Road, a suburban area west of the 
city limits and Frank working as a fireman for 
CPR.11 By February 1885 Frank had been pro-
moted to the much sought after pinnacle of en-
gineer, a rapid rise which must have testified to 
his expertise, maturity and leadership skills. 
The family was then living in the Village of Hin-
tonburg, which was located on today’s Welling-
ton Street between Parkdale and Merton Streets. 
The Richmond Road and Hintonburg locations 
were probably one and the same.  
   Frank would have been working out of the 
Broad Street Station then used by CPR. In 1882 
CPR had acquired the Quebec, Montreal, Otta-
wa and Occidental (“QMO&O”) line, the route 
to Montreal on the Quebec side, as a way of ex-
tending its continental line further east. Its 
tracks entered Ottawa via the Prince of Wales 
rail bridge west of the Chaudière Falls to the 
first Union Station, also known as the Broad 
Street Station. The QMO&O acquisition may 
have required more operating personnel, hence, 
the opportunity for Frank. 
                           
Off to Aylmer 

Sometime prior to 1887 the family moved to  

 

       
     CAR engine No. 15 used on the Ottawa-Montreal run starting       Broad Street Station c1892    LAC C4848 
   in 1888 and later on the OA&PS line; Frank may have operated   
    this engine; the location is the Elgin St. yards near their home 
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Aylmer, Quebec. In that year, their Aylmer res-
idence and Frank’s occupation as engineer was 
confirmed in daughter Ida’s baptism record.12 
He had either moved with CPR to work out of 
the old QMO&O station at Aylmer or had 
joined the Pontiac and Pacific Junction Railway, 
which operated a 78 mile line from Aylmer to 
Waltham, Quebec. There was a CPR turntable at 
Aylmer at that time, but Frank may have joined 
PPJR for a broader experience and more oppor-
tunity. Unfortunately, there are no employment 
records available. With either employer, he 
worked out of Aylmer until about 1889 when he 
returned to Ottawa and joined Canada Atlantic 
Railway (“CAR”).13 
 
Canada Atlantic Railway and Ottawa, Arnprior & 
Parry Sound Railway (“OA&PS”) 

CAR was developed by J.R. Booth, then North 
America’s largest timber-rights holder and the 
owner of the world’s largest lumber mill at the 
Chaudière Falls on the Ottawa River. The mill 
could never run at full capacity because 
shipping could not keep up with production. By 
building CAR, Booth was able to ship sawn 
lumber to American and European markets. 
The Ottawa-to-Coteau Landing, Quebec leg 
opened in 1882. There it linked with the Grand 
Trunk Railway’s Montreal-Toronto line  and its 
route to the New York border. By 1897 CAR  
had built a direct link to the Central Vermont 
Railway allowing for fast, low-cost transporta-
tion to large eastern seaboard markets. 

   In 1899 Booth merged the OA&PS with CAR, 
resulting in a 400 mile system from Depot Har-
bour on Georgian Bay to the Vermont border.14 
The OA&PS line allowed Booth to transport 
logs from his timber operations in Central On-
tario to his sawmills in Ottawa, and grain from 
the Great Lakes to Montreal for the export mar-
ket. Rail passenger service helped to develop 
the population of the Ottawa Valley and tour-
ism in Algonquin Park.  
   CAR was “the shortest route from the upper 
Great Lakes to the east. In its heyday, enough 
traffic was generated to require one train every 
twenty minutes over its single track main-
line”.15 CAR was sold to Grand Trunk Railway 
(“GTR”) in 1905, which, in turn, was acquired 
by CNR in 1920. Many CAR lines are still oper-
ated today by CNR. Some of the OA&PS lines 
were operating as late as 1979. 
   CAR and OAPS lines featured prominently for 
Turner railroaders. Frank likely was engineer 
on all CAR and OAPS routes, and later, his sons 
George and Lou would start their careers with 
CAR, and were firemen and engineers follow-
ing in Frank’s footsteps on the same routes.16  
    
The 1890s 

In March 1890, at the birth of daughter Kathe-
rine (Kate or Kit), Frank and Emma were living 
on Gladstone Avenue, likely near CAR’s Elgin 
Street yards.17 By 1891 they had moved to Ot-
tawa East Village where Frank’s employment as 
an engineer with CAR was confirmed.18 CAR 

 
1891 census Carleton, Ottawa East Village Frank Turner & Family 

 



  
 
 

 
 

Frank Turner | 43 
 

had opened a new roundhouse there in 1890.  
The 1891 census19 shows Frank and Emma living 
in Ottawa East with their six children and 
Frank’s occupation as “steam locomotive engi- 
neer”.20   Ottawa East was a small, prosperous, 
working-class railway town in the late 1800s. It 
was situated on the east side of the Rideau Ca-
nal with its main centre at the corner of present- 
day Hawthorne and Main Streets, near the CAR 
swing bridge which crossed the Canal.21 Thus, it 
was close to the CAR rail yards on the west side 
of the Canal.  As described in the chapter on 
John Turner, the 1891 census for Fraserville also 
shows Frank as an engineer on the Intercolonial 
Railway.  This is a bit of a mystery, since in the 
subsequent years 1895-1904, he is listed in the 
annual directory for Ottawa as an engineer for 
CAR. The Intercolonial did not operate, nor was 

it connected with, CAR. We assume that the 
Fraserville entry was an error.  
  In 1893-1894 the family was living at 32 Neville 
Street (now Waverley) just north of the CAR rail 
yards. In 1894 they moved to a newly-
constructed house at 5 Salisbury Place, two 
blocks west of Neville. This was likely the first 
house they owned and was to be their home for 
the next 10 years.22 The family grew by three 
more children in the 1890s: Frances (1892), Amy 
(1894) and Edward (1897). 

Deaths in the Family   

In December 1898 the family was devastated 
with the deaths, within two days of each other, 
of their eldest and youngest sons, 19 year old 
Harry  on  the 10th and  almost two year old Ed- 

 
Frank and Emma’s Ottawa Residences 

Clockwise from bottom left: 50 Frank St., 5 Salisbury Place, 278 Wilbrod St., 70 Blackburn Ave. 
The original housing sites at 32 Neville St. (now Waverley) and 438 Nelson St. have been redeveloped 
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ward on the 12th.  Harry’s death was caused by 
“pulmonary abscess induced by a defective 
heart valve”.   At the time of his death he was 
working as a stationery engineer with CAR. 
Edward died after suffering nine days of bron-
chial pneumonia. Their joint funeral was held 
on December   12th in St. Patrick’s Church and 
they were buried in the family plot in Notre 
Dame Cemetery.2324 Cousin Jan de Grosbois 
Campbell passed on this story from her grand-
mother Amy about that dreadful week. In early 
December young Harry had decided to partici-
pate in an event that involved lifting heavy 
weights, a popular sport at the time. In lifting, 
he pulled muscles in his chest, severely affect-
ing his heart. Emma tried to nurse him back to 
health, but he died some days later. Meanwhile 
Emma had been so worried about Harry, she 
didn’t realize that Edward had contracted 
pneumonia. She was unable to nurse him back 
to health and he also succumbed. Amy remem-
bered the funeral and the “beautiful little box” 
in which her baby brother lay. 

Railway Hazards 

Accidents were common in railroading25 and 
presented many hazards to crews as well as 
passengers. It is not known in how many acci-
dents Frank was involved in his career. The on- 
 

 
   Ottawa Evening Journal December 12 1898 
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ly one identified thus far was a derailment on 
September 21, 1895 on OA&PS’ Madawaska run 
between Douglas and Renfrew. Frank was en-
gineer and was shaken up and suffered a badly 
bruised shoulder. Much was made of the gal-
lantry shown by the crew who remained in the 
engine until the train came to a stop. The acci-
dent is described opposite in the Ottawa Daily 
Citizen September 23, 1895.  
   In some family notes written in 1979, Roly de 
Grosbois related one other story about Frank’s 
capability as an engineer. “A brakeman named 
Menzies fell under the wheels of Frank’s en-
gine. The only way he could be released with-
out killing him was for the engineer to move the 
engine three inches, almost an impossibility 
with the steam-driven equipment being used at 
that time. But Frank was equal to the occasion 
and was able to move the engine the exact dis-
tance saving Menzies’ life.” 
    In the 1901 census Frank recorded that he had 
earned $1,200 the previous year as a locomotive 
engineer and that he spoke French, undoubted-
ly from his early years at Rivière-du-Loup, and 
business dealings in Edmundston and Ste-Rose-
du-Dégelé. It also states he was Roman Catholic, 
but, research shows he didn’t convert to Cathol-
icism until January 18, 1903 at St. Joseph’s 
Church, Ottawa. There is a family story that 
young Harry, on his death bed four years earli-
er, bemoaned the fact that his father could not 
be buried with him due to his non-Catholic 
faith. This may have been a factor in his deci-
sion to convert.  
 

 

On to Rockland   

In 1904 Frank moved his family to Rockland.26 
At the time, CAR operated the Central Counties 
Railway which serviced Rockland, Clarence 
Creek, Hammond, Cheney and Limoges, where 
it connected with CAR’s eastern division main 
line. The CCR opened in 1888, principally to 
transport lumber products from the W.C. Ed-
wards sawmills in Rockland to markets in the 
U.S. The Rockland rail yard included an engine 
shed and Y for turning locomotives, so there 
would have been local work for an engineer. 
Frank continued to work for CAR, and later 
GTR, out of Rockland until his retirement in 
1909 or 1910. See Appendix 4 for a map of the 
railway networks in eastern Ontario. 
   To this researcher Frank’s move to Rockland 
was always puzzling. Why would he move to 
such a small operation? He was only 51 years 
old and a successful engineer, having been in 
railroading for more than 20 years. Railroad 
networks were still expanding and Ottawa was 
an important rail centre which needed experi-
enced people. It could be that Frank was seek-
ing a more relaxed, day-only position, with lo-
cal runs and less pressure than for the compli-
cated rail yards and longer haul freight and 
passenger runs out of Ottawa. Perhaps he had a 
health issue. With his seniority he would have 
been able to arrange the transfer.  
   Yet family reminiscences suggest there may 
have been other work-related factors involved 
in  Frank’s  relocation.  My  mother  related  that  

 
    Frank’s baptism record 1903 
 

 
     Rockland Station c1910; Frank probably  
      operated this engine;   c Rene Gourlay  
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religious persecution had been involved. The 
railroad engineers’ and firemen’s unions in 
those days were heavily Freemason-oriented 
and Frank’s recent conversion to Catholicism 
may have led to undue harassment. So, he may 
have decided to ease out by operating out of the 
way in the slower environment of a small town 
operation. There was also a version from cousin 
Rob Hart who passed on that his mother had 
told him Frank had asked permission to attend 
a family funeral in Levis, but was denied; Frank 
had someone cover for him and went anyway, 
leading to disciplinary action.  
   Great grandson Marc de Grosbois says that, 
according to Madeleine Kelleher, Frank joined 
the Rockland branch of the railroad, and 
worked there and his son George believed 
Frank was forced to leave Ottawa because of his 
conversion to Catholicism.  George felt so 
strongly about it, he would rarely ever discuss 
the circumstances. But, as Marjory Waters says, 

Emma “was of farming people and longed for 
the familiarity of growing things”27. So she 
probably enjoyed their time in Rockland. My 
mother says Emma was an accomplished milli-
ner who made stylish hats and she and daugh-
ter Ida operated a millinery shop in Rockland.     
 
The Canal Accident 

There was also the Rideau Canal accident story. 
In an Ottawa Citizen article in November 1949, 
Austin Cross recounted a railway accident that 
took place about 1904 at the swing bridge where 
the Queensway now crosses the Rideau Canal. 
A CAR engine and three cars pitched into the 
Canal while the swing bridge was opening for a 
passing tugboat. The fireman was operating the 
train. The engineer, reported by Cross to be 
Frank Turner, was not on board. There was no 
comment about discipline for Frank. The article 
is reproduced in Appendix 4. 
   Further research into the accident has shown 
that the Cross recounting is inaccurate. I was 
directed by cousin Frank Turner to another Cit-
izen article on Colin Churcher’s Railway Pages 
website describing the same Canal accident. The 
accident actually took place on August 12, 1891. 
The fireman was operating the engine and he 
was the same Fred Page mentioned in the Cross 
article. However, the engineer’s name was 
McGaffney.28 At my request, Colin Churcher 
researched his extensive files of railway articles 
of the period but was unable to uncover any 
reference to Frank’s involvement in the acci-
dent. 
   Why in 1949 Frank’s name was linked to the 
accident is a mystery. Perhaps in Cross’ 
research there was some other reference to 
Frank in 1904 and Cross got the stories mixed 
up. Our research has not produced any 
findings. Frank certainly was not terminated.  
   While the 1949 article was an entertaining 
vignette for Citizen readers, it would not have 
been treated positively by Emma or by George 
who had recently retired from CNR, nor by his 
brother Lou who was still a CNR engineer. 

 
Grand Trunk Railway Rockland 

The engineer could be Frank Turner 
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 Retirement to Hobby Farming 
 
Frank worked in Rockland for 5 or 6 years. Roly 
de Grosbois says that while living there, “on 
one Christmas Eve, some of the men on his 
work crew became drunk. Frank was too soft-
hearted to report them. Someone else saw the 
incident, and because he was in charge, Frank 
was fired. This made him bitter toward the rail-
road for the rest of his life. He felt he had been 
unfairly treated. The Railway later offered to 
reinstate him, but he was too hurt and proud to 
accept.”  
   In November 1909 Frank purchased a 40 acre 
farm for $1,700. He paid $500 cash and the bal-  
ance with a 7% 5 year mortgage. The farm is 
located  about 1 mile  south  of  Rockland on the  
 

east side of Rue St. Jean (North-West part of Lot 
B Concession 8). Entry to the property is via a 
laneway at the bottom of the hill. Coincidental-
ly, the Central Counties rail line formed its 
southern boundary. It seems Frank may have 
been admiring the property for five years before 
buying it. 
   In the 1911 Census Frank is listed as a farmer, 
living with Emma and children Ida, Frances and 
Amy.29 Marc de Grosbois says Frank was at best 
a gentleman farmer.  He says he had a prize 
bull, rooster and a few other choice animals. In 
April 2012 I located the farm through real estate 
records in Russell and visited the site. I stopped 
at the farm house and had a long conversation 
with the current owner, Jerry Toews, who has 
lived  there  about  35 years. He  said  the  house  
 

                
                Clarence Township showing                     Frank and Emma’s farm house 2012 
         Frank Turner’s farm location          

 
 

 
Frank Turner’s farm Rockland Ontario    courtesy Google Earth 
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was built in 1879 and has been renovated sever-
al times and an extension added on the back 
many years ago. The original construction must 
have been logs or timber; the house is now 
clapboard-covered. Toews said the main floor 
joists are original timber. 
   The farm is not operated today and the farm-
lands are mainly overgrown with scrub and 
cottonwood trees. At one time the farm was a 
thriving dairy operation with a 160’ barn 
(which burned down during Toews’ owner-
ship), and crops were planted throughout the  
acreage. Today several out buildings remain. 

   

Forty acres is not a large operation and perhaps 
Frank was no more than a gentleman farmer, as 
Marc says. On the other hand, he may have had 
an operation with farm hands. Given the 
horseman he was, and his early career in the 
stagecoach business with his father, you would 
think he must have had at least one team, wag-
ons and carriages.  
   The family moved back to Ottawa in 1918 or 
1919. Farming was probably too difficult at this 
time in his life. Frank sold the farm for $2,000 in 
April 1919. See Appendix 4 for copies of the 
farm purchase and sale agreements. 

     

Aylen Lake Photo Album 
 

                         
                 The Cottage c1950                Paul & Roly de Grosbois c1924   Katherine Orr & Paul de Grosbois        
              

                                  
             Gaetan de Grosbois &      Opeongo Station       Emma c1930 
               Frank Turner c1925           Ida on left, Amy on right 
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Aylen Lake and Barry’s Bay    cGoogle Maps 

 

 
Emma, Amy?, Paul & Roly de Grosbois at the cottage 1930s 

 

    
     Lou Turner c1930                        Guerney Orr 
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Cottaging at Aylen Lake 

In their retirement years Frank and Emma en-
joyed summers at Aylen Lake, about 20kms 
west of Barry’s Bay.  According to Roly de 
Grosbois30, it was Lou Turner who discovered 
Aylen Lake about 1920 when he was railroading 
on the Ottawa to Madawaska line. He, Frank 
and the de Grosbois families spent parts of two 
summers there, staying in tents at ‘The Old Red 
Camp’ on the site of today’s Landing. Access to 
the lake was difficult. You either took the train 
or drove from Ottawa to Barry’s Bay (a long, 
arduous task), where the highway ended. From 
there one had to continue by train to Opeongo 
Station, and then by wagon over three miles of 
timber road to the dam on the Aylen River. 
From there you could walk in or boat to the cot-
tage. 
    In 1921 Frank sought permission from the 
government to purchase land, but was denied 
due to objections by the Dennison Canadian 
Company of Whitney, the lumber company 
which held the local timber rights. In 1923 the 
Armstrong and Martin Lumber Company, then 
the holder of timber rights, gave Frank permis-
sion to build at what became known as Turner’s 
Point, about one mile north of the present Land-
ing. The cottage was built by Frank and Emma 
and two natives, with rough lumber bought 
from the company and brought to the site by 
wagon.  
   In 1941 Ida Turner applied for permission to 
purchase the land. By that time the original al-
lowance of 5 acre purchases had been reduced 
to land with 300’ frontage and two times rear 
coverage. She was eventually successful in pur-
chasing the land in 1943. 
  According to Roly de Grosbois, Lou had a cot-
tage in the 1920s and 30s at Bark Lake, about 15 
km south of Aylen Lake. Years later, Lou had 
moved to Aylen Lake, where Jan Campbell says 
he had a large land holding on the Lake close to 
the Landing, and a property on Aylen River on 
which he built a boathouse with a cabin above. 
His main cottage had a large front porch and a 
furnace in the basement which Lou and his 

third wife Mildred used for heating in the win-
ter. When Lou died, his cottage and property 
passed to Mildred who lived there year round 
for several years. The property was sold some-
time in the mid-1970’s, and was subdivided into 
several lots. The boathouse on the river remains 
today, but under non-family ownership. 
   Sometime between 1943 and 1960 the title of 
Frank and Emma’s property was transferred to 
Amy. About 1962 she passed the old cottage to 
her son Roly. It is now owned by his son Paul. 
Amy and her second husband, Bob Tallon, 
bought the adjacent lot to the south and built a 
new cottage. This cottage is now owned by out-
siders. Jan Campbell and her husband Tom own 
a cottage several lots to the north of the original 
site. 
   Marc de Grosbois relates that the Turners 
were able to get some of their provisions locally: 
milk and eggs from the Lisk farm at the head of 
the lake and fresh bread from the lumber mill 
which was supplied weekly from Barry’s Bay. 
Marc’s father, Paul, and his uncle Roly, spent 
every summer at the lake. “They both worked 
in the mill in their teens. When war broke out 
the Ranger promised them each a lot on the lake 
when they returned from active service. Dad 
took him up on it and he and Uncle Lou built 
our cottage on the other side of the lake (water 
access only) – an A frame – in 1962. Shortly 
thereafter the government closed the sale of 
crown land on the lake, and we were one of a 
few cottages on the no-road side (eastern) of the 
lake.  Our nearest neighbor was 1/2 mile 
away.”31 
   My mother remembers making only one trip 
to Aylen Lake with her family. They walked all 
the way from Bark Lake by the tracks and ar-
rived at Emma’s cottage just before the swim-
ming races began. Mother was a strong swim-
mer and won all the races. 
   
Final Years 

In 1919 Frank and Emma were living in their 
old neighbourhood at 50 Frank Street near the 
Rideau Canal. It was Lou’s house. Also living  
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there was daughter Ida. Frank’s occupation is 
listed as engineer. Perhaps this was a type of 
stationery engineer, his occupation in later 
years at the Alexandra Hotel (1922) and St. 
Luke’s Hospital (1924). In 1924 they moved to 
278 Wilbrod Street, likely renting, and the fol-
lowing year, to 438 Nelson. In 1926 Frank was 
employed by the Department of Public Works.32  
  During 1927 Frank was treated for pernicious 
anaemia, a blood disorder caused by inadequate 
vitamin B12 in the blood.  He died from this 
affliction and a weak heart on October 6, 1927 
and was buried on October 8th in Notre Dame 
Cemetery.33 

A Remarkable Woman 

After Frank’s death, Emma moved with Ida to 
70 Blackburn Avenue in Sandy Hill to live with 
her widowed daughter Amy de Grosbois. She 
lived there until her death in 1955 at the age of 
98.    
   On the occasion of my daughter Lesley’s 
wedding in May 2004, my mother wrote her a 
letter in which she passed on memories of Em-
ma. Emma, Mother and Lesley were married on 
the first weekend in May. The letter is repro-
duced in Appendix 4.  
   Mother remembers Emma as “a tiny lady of 4’ 
11”, very clever and with a variety of interests. 
One of her dearest hobbies was gardening and 
she was a life-long expert. She had gardens at 
her city residence as well as at the Aylen Lake 
cottage, which she was still visiting in the year 
of her death. Her back yard entrance on Black-
burn Avenue was a trellised archway which led 
into a beautiful garden with fruit trees and 
grape arbour. Her greatest success was with her 
dahlias, and she won many prizes at shows 
sponsored by the Ottawa Horticultural Society 
and the Central Canada Exhibition Associa-
tion.”34 She was a member of the Horticultural 
Society for more than 40 years.    
   She was a remarkable, active woman who re-
mained current reading the Ottawa Citizen and 
weekly newsmagazines. She learned to swim in 
her 90s. A widow for almost 30 years, she kept 
in touch with all her children, writing regularly. 

She remained a fervent practicing Catholic to 
her death. The 1953 Ottawa Citizen article op-
posite inspired then mayor Charlotte Whitton to 
write Emma a letter of congratulations, on lead-
ing “a life of such usefulness and such character 
as yours and a record like that of your family.  
…. I simply am lost in admiration and wonder 
at a woman like you, who still active, vigorous 
and working both in the city and cottage gar-
dens, which you love, are carrying on the best 
of traditions in this city”.35 A worthy tribute! 
   I liked her recipes for a long fruitful life: “Lead 
a happy home life. Have your fun at home and 
do not worry about outside pleasures”. And 
“Live moderately and get plenty of rest. One 
can work hard if the proper amount of time is 
taken for rest and relaxation”.  
   She had dealt with much death in her family. 
She outlived four children, a husband, two 
daughters-in-law and three sons-in-law. 
       
Frank and Emma’s Children 

Agnes (1877-1877) and John (1978-1879) both 
died as infants. 
   Henry (Harry)(1879-1898) was working as a 
stationery engineer when his life was taken 
prematurely at age 19. The death of his baby 
brother Edward within the same week was a 
shattering blow to the family. 
   Florence (1882-1969) married William Jones, a 
Welshman, in 1911. He was a veterinarian. They 
lived in North Gower before moving to 
Chatham, New Brunswick, where he set up 
practice. In 1936 he became manager of the 
Chaleur Inn in Dalhousie, New Brunswick. 
They remained there until his death in 1954, 
after which Florence moved to the Hamilton 
area to live with her son. He predeceased her. 
She lived in a convalescent home after suffering 
a severe stroke, and died in 1969 in Stoney 
Creek, Ontario. 
   George (1884-1977) – See the next chapter for 
George’s biography. 
   Louis (1885-1964) followed George and his 
father into railroading, first as fireman and then 
engineer with CAR, Grand Trunk and CNR. 
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Descendants of Frank Turner and Emma Lapointe 
 

  
 

Descendants of Francis Ebenezer Turner

Francis Ebenezer Turner
aka: Frank

Born: 19 Jun 1853 in Fredericton, New
Brunswick

Died: 06 Oct 1927 in Ottawa, Ontario

Emma Anastasia Lapointe
Born: 31 Mar 1856 in Notre Dame du Portage,

Temiscouata, Quebec
Married: 02 May 1876 in Edmunston, N.B.

Died: 31 Jan 1955 in Ottawa, Ontario

Agnes Frances Turner
Born: 23 Jan 1877 in Edmundston, New

Brunswick
Died: 24 Jan 1877 in Edmundston, New

Brunswick

John Alexandrer Turner
Born: 15 Jan 1878 in Edmundston, New

Brunswick
Died: 08 May 1879 in Edmundston, New

Brunswick

Francis Henry Tancrede Turner
aka: Frank

Born: 30 Nov 1879 in Edmundston, New
Brunswick

Died: 10 Dec 1898 in Ottawa, Ontario

Mary Florence Eugenie Turner
Born: 04 Sep 1881 in Ste-Rose-du-Degelis,

Temiscouata, Quebec
Died: 12 Oct 1969 in Stoney Creek, Ontario

William Ballantine Jones
Born: 11 Aug 1886 in Wernfawr Farm,

Bishopston Higher, Swansea, Glamorgan,
Wales

Married: 20 Jan 1911 in Tres Sainte Trinite,
Rockland, Ontario

Died: 20 Jun 1954 in Dalhousie, New Brunswick

George Joseph Turner
Born: 02 Jan 1884 in Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 11 Apr 1977 in Ottawa, Ontario

Bernadette Domitilde Joanis
Born: 04 May 1886 in Angers, Quebec

Married: 22 Aug 1906 in Très Ste. Trinité,
Rockland, Ontario

Died: 04 Jun 1973 in Ottawa, Ontario

Laura Jean Dent
Born: 05 Nov 1887 in Rockland, Ontario

Married: 21 Jul 1906 in Sainte Famille, Ottawa,
Ontario

Died: 01 Nov 1918 in Ottawa, OntarioLouis Joseph Adelard Turner
Born: 22 Feb 1885 in Hintonburg, Ontario
Died: 15 Sep 1964 in Aylen Lake, Ontario

Clara Mary Boegel
Born: 22 Oct 1899 in St.Clements, Wellesley

Twp, Waterloo, Ontario
Married: 05 Jul 1921 in St. Clements, Waterloo

County, Ontario
Died: 09 Jan 1944 in Ottawa, Ontario

Mildred Amelia Peebles
Born: 08 Mar 1897 in Appleton, Outagamie,

Wisconsin
Married: 05 Jul 1945 in Canadian Martyrs

Church, Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 21 Jul 1986

Mary Ida Turner
Born: 04 Sep 1887 in Aylmer, Quebec

Died: 30 Dec 1981 in Victoria, British Columbia

Rossell Johnson
Married: Abt. 1948

Katherine Loretta Turner
aka: Kit

Born: 05 Mar 1890 in Ottawa, Ontario
Died: Abt. 12 Apr 1968 in Vero Beach, Florida

Roland Guerney Orr
Born: 23 Apr 1888 in Nepean, Ontario

Married: 28 Nov 1914 in Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 10 Jul 1937 in Burgess Township, Lanark,

Ontario

John McGillivray
aka: Mac

Born: 29 Dec 1886 in Bridge of Allan, Scotland
Married: 16 Feb 1915 in Tres Sainte Trinite,

Rockland, Ontario
Died: 16 Jan 1934 in Toronto, Ontario

Frances Emma Turner
aka: Aunt Frank

Born: 05 Jun 1892 in Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 08 Jan 1988 in Belleville, Ontario

George Bernard Zimmele
Born: 27 Sep 1890 in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Married: 28 Oct 1978 in Bridge Street United

Church, Belleville, Ontario
Died: Jun 1986 in Belleville, Ontario

Charles Gaeten B. de Grosbois
Born: 11 Sep 1894 in Ottawa, Ontario

Married: 12 Feb 1916 in Notre Dame Cathedral,
Ottawa, Ontario

Died: 10 Jul 1924 in Aylen Lake, Ontario
Mary Amaryllis Turner

aka: Amy
Born: 04 Dec 1894 in Ottawa, Ontario

Died: 27 Aug 1981 in North Bay, OntarioRobert J. Tallon
aka: Bob

Born: 21 Jul 1885 in Belleville, Ontario
Married: 01 Jul 1961 in St. Joseph Parish,

Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 14 Sep 1965 in Aylen Lake, Ontario

Edward Chalmers Turner
Born: 04 Jan 1897 in Ottawa, Ontario
Died: 12 Dec 1898 in Ottawa, Ontario
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Lou lived in Ottawa most his life. He was a 
violinist and an inventor, with an early version 
of the automobile automatic transmission to his 
credit. Lou’s first wife, Laura Dent, died in the 
flu epidemic of 1918. Their two children prede-
ceased her in 1912 from drowning in the Rideau 
Canal. See Appendix 4. Lou married Clara Boe-
gel in 1921 and they had 10 children. After 
Clara died in 1944, he married Mildred Peebles, 
a long-time family friend. Lou died in 1964. 
About 1980 Roly de Grosbois, son of Amarylis 
Turner, wrote a warm reminiscence about his 
Uncle Lou. It is reproduced in Appendix 7. 
   Ida (1887-1981) lived for several years with her 
brother Lou and parents in Ottawa. She was 
employed in the Civil Service as a stenographer 
and clerk. After her father died she lived with 
her mother and sister, Amy, and Amy’s two 
children. In 1949 she moved to California to live 
with her sister Kit. While there, she married 
Rossell Johnson, a native American. No record 
has been located. It is believed they separated 
sometime later. She then moved to New Mexico 
to live with her sister Kit. In the early 1970s she 
was living in Vero Beach, Florida. Some years 
later, she moved to Victoria to live with her 
nephew Roly de Grosbois. She died there at the 
end of 1981, four months after her sister Amy. 
   Katherine (Kit) (1890-1968) was a registered 
nurse, a concert pianist and teacher, and 
painter. In 1914 she married Guerney Orr, an 
architect with the civil service in Ottawa. 
Guerney died in 1937 and, sometime after 1940, 
she moved to California. In the 1940 census she 
is shown living alone in North Carlsbad, 
Oceanside Township, north of San Diego. Kit 
then moved to Tularosa, New Mexico. She was 
joined there by her sister Ida. Kit lived in 
Tularosa for about 10 years before moving to 
Vero Beach, Florida to live near her sister 
Amy.36 In her later years she suffered from 
arthritis and had difficulty playing the piano. 
She had a “pleasant little house, a few 
miles out of  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
town”37. She died there in 1968. 
   Frances (1892-1988) married John McGillivray, 
a 28 year old Scot, in February 1915 in 
Rockland. One month later, John enlisted with 
the 38th Highlanders. He was the only Turner 
family member to serve in World War I. He was 
posted to Bermuda where their first child was 
born in December 1915. The next year he went 
to the front in France. After the war John and 
Frances lived in Ottawa where their other three 
children were born. They moved to Toronto in 
1924, where John died of a coronary thrombosis 
in 1933. A determined woman, Frances moved 
the family to Montreal, where she became 
Supervisor of the Women’s Division with the 
Unemployment Insurance Commission. After 
retirement she lived in Connecticut, St. Thomas, 
Orillia and Belleville. In Belleville she lived in 
her own home and enjoyed her garden. She 
remarried at age 86 to George Zimmele. He 
died in 1986 and she in 1988. 
   Amarylis (1894-1981), known as Did or Amy, 
married Gaeten de Grosbois in 1916. He was a 
banker. After his children were born, he was 
transferred to Ville Marie and Cochrane, 
Ontario where he contracted tuberculosis and 
spent his last summer convalescing at Emma’s 
cottage at Aylen Lake. He died there in July 
1929 at age 29 years. Amy and her two sons 
then lived with Emma and sister Ida at 70 
Blackburn Avenue in Ottawa. They helped raise 
the children while Amy worked in the Civil 
Service. She married Bob Tallon in 1961. After 
his death in 1965, she moved to Vero Beach, 
Florida where she lived for a number of years 
near her sister Kit until Kit’s death in 1968. Amy 
then moved to North Bay to live with her son 
Paul where she resided until moving to Cas-
sellholme Home for the Aged. She died there in 
1981. 
   Edward Chalmers (1897-1898) died from 
pneumonia at 20 months. He and brother Harry 
were buried on the same day. 
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Frank Turner Petition for Land in Edmundston 1878 
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Frank Turner Lease Madawaska Parish 1879 Page 1 
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Frank Turner Lease Madawaska Parish 1879 Page 2 
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Frank Turner Lease Madawaska Parish 1879 Page 3 
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The 1891 Rideau Canal Railway Accident as Reported in  
Ottawa Citizen November 12, 1949    
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The Rideau Canal Railway Accident as Reported in the Ottawa Citizen August 13, 1891 
 

 “A disastrous accident, which fortunately 
did not result in loss of life, occurred early yes-
terday morning at the C.A.R. depot.  An engine 
and three cars was in readiness to shunt on to a 
load of cars for the east and Fireman Page, 
without waiting for the engineer, started the 
engine and three cars for the swing bridge over 
the canal to shunt back.  At the same time, the 
tug Minnie Bell whistled for the bridge to open 
and Bridgemaster Wallace opened the bridge 
and signalled the approaching train.  Fireman 
Page seems not to have heard either the tug's 
whistle, the bridgemaster's shouts or to have 
seen the semaphore on the bridge until, on the 
verge of the opening, when he, too late, re-
versed his engine.  The train, however, had no 
chance to stop and the engine, tender and half 
the first car disappeared into the canal.  At once  
a rush was made to the spot, and no one ex-
pected to see Fireman Page alive.  He, however, 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

had a miraculous escape, as he was pitched 
from the car and swam ashore suffering only 
slight shock.  The tug Minnie Bell was suffi-
ciently far off to see the danger and slow up, 
and thus escape running under the train.  The 
blame of the accident rests with the fireman, 
who in the first place assumed the responsibil-
ity of starting the locomotive without the engi-
neer, and secondly, had no occasion to run as 
far as the bridge to shunt his cars.  He has only 
been in the employ of the company about two 
years, and reported yesterday that he was suf-
fering too much from chills and shock to attend 
the investigation. The bridge was not damaged 
and traffic was not impeded.  The engine, no 
33, was not damaged, but as it weighs 70 tons, 
the work of raising it will be an arduous and 
expensive one, and the loss to the company 
will be in the neighbourhood of $1,000.”1 

                                                   
1 Colin Churcher’s Railway Pages website URL: 
http://www.railways.incanada.net/circle/findings2.htm 

             
      Getting ready to raise the locomotive                 Raising the partially submerged locomotive 
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Railway Network Eastern Ontario c1915 
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Rockland Farm Purchase 1909 page 1 
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Rockland Farm Purchase 1909 page 2 
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Rockland Farm Purchase 1909 page 3 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 4 | 207 
 

Rockland Farm Sale 1919 page 1  
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Rockland Farm Sale 1919 page 2  
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Letter from Pauline Turner Cullen to her Granddaughter Lesley Cullen Jackson for her Wedding  
May 1, 2004 
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Frank Turner Death Certificate October 1927 
 

 

 


