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Preface

This is the third and final volume of my fam-
ily history trilogy. When I started this gene-
alogy journey, I set out to create a complete
family tree, a record that family members
could use to go back in time. But, when I
completed the task, I realized it was of little
historical and practical value. It was merely
an ancestral skeleton, without the flesh.
Many facts, but without providing any sem-
blance of how our people lived and their
place in the community. It was then I de-
cided to produce a family biography for my
children, cousins and future generations.
Little did I realize 20 years ago, that the time-
line would stretch as long, and that the project
would transform from a pastime and hobby to,

at times, an all-consuming passion. Countless

ix

hours have been spent on research, analysis
puzzle-solving, guesswork and writing, in try-
ing to understand and convey the setting and
lives of many of our forebears.

It has been a satisfying task. The more I im-
mersed myself in the research, the more I be-
came enthralled with our family stories. Now
that I'm finished, I feel elated, privileged to
have been the family chronicler, and pleased
that future generations will be able to learn
something of their past. For our history is ex-
tensive, and colourful, and our ancestors made
major contributions to the growth of their com-
munities, and to the country’s development as
a whole.

I am pleased to be a footnote in our Cullen,
Turner, Lapointe and Joanis history.






Introduction

Our Turner family is a melding of two cul-
tures: the Methodist/Presbyterian Scottish
Turners, and through links by marriage in
two generations, our French Canadian
Lapointe and Joanis lines. Volume 1 chroni-
cled our Turner line of transportation play-
ers from horses to stagecoaches to railway
engineering.

In Volume 2, we turn to our Lapointe and
Joanis ancestors. The breadth of our French
Canadian ancestry will be surprising to
many readers. Before I began my research, I
was unaware of our rich Francophone his-
tory. All we had was an Audet dit Lapointe
family tree dating back to the 1670s and a
brief bio of great-great grandfather Alexan-
dre Lapointe. Nothing on the Joanis line.

My research augments knowledge of our
ancestry. When we include ancestors of all
branches of the family trees of our grand-
mother Bernadette Joanis and great grand-
mother Emma Lapointe, the extent of our
French Canadian history becomes more evi-
dent. The fact is that our ancestry is inter-
laced with the first decades of New France
in the 1600s, and the formation of our coun-
try. Our early background is centred primar-
ily in Quebec City and environs, with a
sprinkling of ancestors in the Montreal area
and a few in Acadia.

I have identified about 350 of our great-
grandparents of all surnames who were the
first of their line in New France. Mostly they
are my 7th or 8th great grandparents, and all
are ancestors related by blood. These ances-
tors are listed in Appendix 1.

In this book, I focus on our Lapointe and
Joanis great grandparents and their families.
Family tree charts for these ancestors are in-
cluded in Appendices 2 and 3. Family tree
data for all our ancestors can be found on my
website at www.cullenancestry.ca.

x1

To set the scene for the story of our ances-
tors, I have provided in Chapter 1 a histori-
cal overview of New France in the 17th cen-
tury. Early explorers, Champlain’s efforts in
the early days of New France, the fur trade
economy, the role of government, the
Church influence and the semi-feudal sei-
gneurial land tenure system, all are de-
scribed as background to considering the life
of our early ancestors.

A few ancestors settled here some 400
years ago and are among the first colonists
of Canada. Furthermore, they were associ-
ates and friends of Samuel de Champlain.
Our earliest ancestor in Canada was Louis
Hébert, the country’s first non-native colo-
nist farmer. He is my 12th great grandfather,
making my first cousins and me 15th gener-
ation Canadians. There are no earlier gener-
ations in our age group.

Chapters 2 and 3 are biographical sketches
of our Lapointe and Joanis families, drawn
largely from researching church records,
censuses and notarial documents. The no-
tary in French Canada was equivalent to the
English Canadian lawyer. All transactions of
importance (marriage, land, debt obliga-
tions, disputes, wills, estate inventories, etc.)
were evidenced by notarial contracts hand-
written in French. I have included in the ap-
pendices selected notarial documents for
many of our principal ancestors.

Thousands of these documents are housed
in the Quebec Archives (Bibliotheque et Ar-
chives nationales du Quebec). As recently as
two years ago, most of BAnQ'’s stored docu-
ments remained in paper format or micro-
fiche and digitized indexing was limited or
non-existent. The process is improving
quickly, however. Now, BAnQ and ances-
try.com are working together to digitize in-
dexing and documents. The benefits for



French Canadian ancestral research will be
immense and in the future only limited by
one’s facility with the French language and
ability to read early writing styles.

There are errors of fact and misinterpreta-
tion in this book, for which I take full re-
sponsibility. Although my French compre-
hension has improved immensely as this
book progressed, deciphering New France
and Quebec writing styles of the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries can be difficult at best,

even for fully bilingual readers. Notwith-
standing, I believe I have made sense of
most of the relevant documents and that the
family stories presented are essentially ac-
curate. More information will become read-
ily available in the medium term, and my
hope is that other family members will
make any needed corrections and expand
further the rich history of our French Cana-
dian ancestry.
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