
Louis Depoca dit Joanis (1743-1817) 
Marie-Louise Lemay dite Delorme (1746- 
1772) 
    
Our next generation ancestor was Louis, 
the fourth and eldest living child of Jean-
Baptiste and Marie-Louise, born in 
Quebec in 1743. He was Depoca on his 
baptism record, but Joannis on his 
marriage record. Raised in Quebec, 
Yamaska and Saint-Vincent-de-Paul, he 
probably had some elementary schooling. 
But, as he could not write, we assume, as 
the eldest, he began helping his father 
with his business on Île Jésus at an early 
age. At some point, he would have 
commenced apprenticing as a blacksmith, for 
in many documents from later in his life, he is 
noted as forgeron or maître forgeron. 
   Sometime before 1766, Louis moved to 
Sault-au-Récollet on the north side of 
Montreal Island1. It was situated on the shore 
of Rivière-des-Prairies, opposite Saint-
Vincent-de-Paul, and was named after the 
Récollet missionaries who accompanied 
Champlain on his early explorations of the 
area.  
   In 1766, at age 23, he married Marie-Louise 
Lemay dite Delorme in La Visitation church, 
which had been constructed in 1749. They had 
four children, only one of whom, our 4th great 
grandfather Jean-Baptiste, survived to 
adulthood.  Three died in the year of their 
birth. 
   During this time, Louis’ blacksmith business 
must have been growing and successful. In 
June 1771, he and Marie-Louise were able to 
borrow 1,124 chelins (shillings, about £562) to 
fund the purchase of merchandise.  
   Marie-Louise died of unknown cause in 1772 
at age 26. 
   The following year, Louis married Marie-
Josèphte Valade, likely in Sault-au-Récollet. 
The only available record is their marriage 
contract which was drawn up on February 5,  
1773.3   Louis  brought  300 livres to the mar- 

riage. He was a master blacksmith at the time. 
They would have a family of 10 children.  
    For their first few years they lived in Sault-
au-Récollet, following which they spent a year 
or two in Saint-Vincent-de-Paul, before 
returning.  
    While in Sault-au-Récollet, perhaps during 
his first marriage, Louis had acquired a 
property and buildings where he lived and 
operated his blacksmith shop. In 1780 he sold 
the property for 2,000 livres4 and then moved 
his family to Les Cèdres in Soulanges 
Seigneurie, about 40 km south west on the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence River. The 
move may have been occasioned by the 
building of the Soulanges Canal system which 
commenced in 1779. The Canal works would 
have provided much work for the blacksmith 
trade. 
   In 1780, Louis purchased three contiguous 
properties, 50’ x 90’ in size (Lot nos. 20, 22 and 
24), in the village of Les Cèdres. They were 
sold in late 1781 for 450 shillings.5 See Appendix 
3. Presumably, another property was acquired 
as a replacement. While in Les Cèdres, sons 
Pierre and Gabriel were born. They may have 
deceased while infants as no later records for 
them have been located.  
   The family left Les Cèdres in 1785 and 
moved to St. Martin, one of the populous 
centres on Île Jésus, and an important 
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crossroads of trade between Montreal and St. 
Eustache, due to its presence on the direct mail 
stage route.  In September of that year, Louis 
acquired a property there containing a wood 
house and buildings for his blacksmith 
operation.  
   Six more children were born into the family 
from 1788 to 1797 in St. Martin. In 1797, Louis’ 
property was sold for 703 livres.6  
   About this time, Louis and family moved 
further west to the Saint Benoît area of Deux 
Montagnes Seigneurie. We don’t have land 
records, but we know from daughters Marie-
Rose and Marie-Marguerite’s marriage 
records from 1813 and 1814, that Louis and 
Josèphte were living there at that time. He 
may have acquired property in the Côte St. 
Pierre concession in northwest Deux 
Montagnes, which was then part of St. Benoît 
parish. His occupation was listed as a labourer 
in the baptism records. 
      Louis died in 1817 in St. Eustache. Josèphte 
lived another 15 years before her death, also in 
St. Eustache, at age 79. 
 

Jean-Baptiste Depocas dit Joanis (1770-1832) 
Marie-Claire Robert (1772-1841) 
 
   Jean-Baptiste was born in 1770 in Sault-au-
Récollet. With his siblings and mother having 
died before he reached his third birthday, he 

was raised by his step mother Josèphte. 
In 1792 he married Marie-Claire Robert 
in St. Martin parish. He brought 300 
shillings, and she 150 shillings, to the 
marriage. Neither party could write.7 
See Appendix 3. 
   The family resided in St. Martin for 
about 12 years and their first five 
children were born there.  
    In November 1799, Jean-Baptiste sold 
a property in St. Martin village for 200 
livres and agreed to lease it back at an 
annual payment of 12 livres. It had 90’ 
frontage on “la Grande  
rue” and a depth of 105’. The document 

describes him as a tisserand, or weaver.8 
    In October 1801, Jean-Baptiste bought a 
farm property in Côte Saint-Henri Sud 
concession in Rivière-du-Chêne Seigneurie, 
about 25 km northwest of St. Martin. It had 
three arpents frontage on the King’s Road and 
was 24 arpents 9 perches deep abutting the 
Côte des Anges concession in the rear. The 
price was 60 livres.9 Côte Saint-Henri Sud was 
a small concession a few kilometres west of 
present day Blainville. By the time of the 1825 
Census, there were only 33 houses and a 
population of 149 in the concession.10   
    The archives of Université du Québec at 
Trois Rivières (Robert-Lionel Séguin fonds) 
has two record books of Rivière-du-Chêne 
Seigneurie for the period 1780-1830. They 
comprise a list of the tenant lands and a record 
book of tenant annual payments. In the tenant 
list, Jean-Baptiste is recorded in folio number 
530, residing in Côte Saint-Henry South.11        
Notwithstanding, it is not known if Jean-
Baptiste ever resided on the property. He may 
have for a short time. Perhaps he was trying 
his hand at farming.  
   We know that his son Vincent was baptized 
in St. Martin in 1804 and that, at the time, his 
occupation was listed as a journalier.12   Also, 
after 1800, he and Marie-Claire owned another 
property on the King’s Road in St. Martin 
village. It had 90’ frontage and 100’ depth with 
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a wood house and outbuildings. It was sold in 
January 1807.13                                   
   By this time, Jean-Baptiste had moved and 
was a farmer in St. Benoît parish, possibly in 
Côte St. Pierre South concession where his 
father likely lived. The concession is in the 
north west of Deux Montagnes Seigneurie. In 
1811-1814, Jean-Baptiste was a labourer 
according to children Rosalie and Laurent’s 
baptism records. 
   Sometime later, perhaps upon the death of 
his father in 1817, he became a farmer in Côte 
St. Pierre South concession. This may have 
been his father’s farm. Côte St. Pierre was then 
part of Saint Benoît parish, but was re-
allocated to the new parish of St. Hermas in 
1837, and now is part of Mirabel Municipality.  
   Jean-Baptiste and Marie-Claire had 9 
children, all of whom lived to adulthood. In 
the 1825 census, they were living in Côte St. 
Pierre with five unmarried children; Côte St. 
Pierre was one of the largest concessions in 
Saint Benoît parish with 115 households and a 
population of 679.14 

   It was about this time in the Ottawa River 
area that the timber industry was on the rise, 
creating work opportunities in shanties for 
settlers during the winters. It is likely that 
Joanis family members were among the many 
workers employed.  
   There is more information about the family 
in the 1831 census for Saint Benoît – Côte St. 
Pierre. At that time Jean-Baptiste and Marie-
Claire were living with two unmarried 
teenaged sons, probably Isidore and Laurent. 
Jean-Baptiste was a farmer with 90 arpents, of 
which 30 were cultivated. In 1830 he had 
produced 50 minots of wheat, 12 of peas, 150 
of oats and 20 of potatoes. For livestock he had 
6 horned cattle, 2 horses and 4 pigs.15  
   Jean-Baptiste died in Côte St. Pierre in 1832. 
Marie-Claire’s death in 1841 is listed in the St. 
Hermas parish records, and she was probably 
still living on the farm in Côte St. Pierre or 
with one of her children. 
   In 1836, Jean-Baptiste’s son Isidore, acquired 
88 arpents in Côte St. Pierre, perhaps part of 
his father’s property. The land fronted on the 
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King’s Road and abutted the Côte St. Vincent 
concession to the south.16 
 

1  The watercolour of Sault-au-Récollet on 
this page, artist unknown, is owned by 
the author 

2   Until 1717, the value of the currency 
     c in New France was 75% of that 

prevailing in France; subsequently, the 
value of the two currencies became 
equivalent; 1 livre = 20 sols; 1 sol = 12 
deniers.  After 1760, the British 
monetary system was imposed in New 
France. The basis used was the Halifax 
pound, which was divided into 20 
shillings of 12 pence each: £1 = 20 
shillings; 1 shilling = 12 pence; 1 guinea 
= 21 shillings. By about 1800, 1 pound 
sterling = 20 livres; 1 piastre = 5-6 livres; 
1 livre, franc or shilling = 20 sols 
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     Chatellier 
4  BAnQ; mention of this sale is made in 
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Louis Depoca dit Joanis Sale Contract 10 November 1781 Page 2 
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Louis Depoca dit Joanis Sale Contract 10 November 1781 Page 3 
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Louis Depoca dit Joanis Sale Contract 10 November 1781 Page 4 
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Jean-Baptiste Depocas and Marie-Claire Robert  
Marriage Contract 22 January 1792 page 1 
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Jean-Baptiste Depocas dit Joanis and Marie-Claire Robert  
Marriage Contract 22 January1792 page 2 

 
 
 


