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Dedicated to my mother Pauline Mary Cullen,
to the memory of our grandparents George Turner and Bernadette Joanis,
and to our many early ancestors in New France and New Brunswick -
Canadian pioneers and progenitors of us all
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Foreword

I was both awed and proud to learn that my sib-
lings, Turner cousins and I are 15" generation Ca-
nadians, descendants of friends and colleagues of
Samuel de Champlain in New France, and the 7"
generation of Scottish settlers of early New Bruns-
wick.

Our Turner family is blessed with two distinct
roots: Catholic settlers of early New France, people
of the land — hard toiling farmers, craftspeople and
industrial labourers; contrasted with the protestant
ethic of our Scottish forbears, whose strong entre-
preneurial spirit contributed meaningfully to the
growth of Eastern Canada’s transportation sector.
The two cultures melded in successive genera-
tions: Frank Turner and Emma Lapointe in 1876,
followed by their son George and Bernadette Joan-
is 30 years later. This rich heritage has resulted in a
breadth of descendant talents, interests and call-
ings.

This is the second book in a trilogy of my family
history. I learned much from researching and writ-
ing The Cullens of Templeton: A Two Hundred
Year Journey, published in 2011. It is the story of
my Irish roots in Bytown at the time of the Rideau

Mark Cullen, Vancouver, June 2013
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Canal construction and later in Templeton Town-
ship, Lower Canada.

This work is the first of two volumes covering
my mother’s French Canadian and Scottish ances-
tors. Both lines had early roots in the formation of
Canada: the founding of Quebec in the 1600s and
New Brunswick in 1784. Volume 1 chronicles our
Scottish Turners. Because our Turners were in
business and transportation, there is a surprising
amount of story material available. Through pri-
vate research, internet sources, government ar-
chives, and many contributions of relatives, I have
been able to weave together story lines for all
Turner generations.

For our French Canadian lines we have many
famous Canadians from the 1600s. In later genera-
tions there are fewer story lines, as most of our
ancestors were farmers and industrial labourers —
equally hard working, but more nose-to-the-
grindstone types, for which there is little recorded
other than census, church and land records. Vol-
ume 2 will tell their story with concentration on
our two principal lines, the Audet dit Lapointe and
Joanis families.
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Introduction to Volume 1

Settlement along the Saint John River, the crea-
tion of New Brunswick, and the selection of St.
Ann’s Point (Fredericton) as its capital in 1784,
were the direct result of the American Revolu-
tionary War. Following the War, some 14,000
Loyalists, families, servants and British Army
soldiers relocated to the area from New York.
Holden Turner and Jennet Hutchinson were
among these early settlers, and their descend-
ants made meaningful contributions to trans-
portation commerce in early Canada.

Volume 1 is the story of six generations of
Turners, commencing with Holden and Jennet.
Initially serving resettled Loyalists and patri-
cians in Fredericton in the late 1780s, family
members pioneered horse-drawn transportation
and cartage in New Brunswick, expanding over
time into mail delivery by stagecoach there and
in the Temiscouata region of Quebec. They lev-
eraged this experience into railroading in Rivi-
ere-du-Loup and Ottawa. The book also covers
the history of the Turners at Hurdman’s Bridge,
a story that will bring fond memories to many
readers.

The story of our Turners was first recorded by
our cousin, the late Marjory McGillivray Wa-
ters. Her book, Our Loyalist Ancestors: Kith and
Kin of Holden Turner (1975), and its Supple-
ment (2000) (collectively, “Waters”), were re-
markable in that almost all her research was
manual, without the benefit of today’s vast in-
ternet resources. She was a true genealogy pio-
neer. She was assisted by many relatives who
contributed personal stories and family memo-
ries of Turner ancestors. This collaboration was
a welcome addition to the family lore. Her work
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was clearly an inspiration to me in commencing
my own family research and publishing efforts.
I corresponded with her several times prior to
her death in 2006 and have used some of her
work in this volume and in compiling my
Turner family tree data.

This history of our Turner line is the result of
several years of research from internet sources,
family members, records research in Ottawa,
private research in Scotland, and from several
travels to Quebec and New Brunswick. From
the information available, I have tried to present
a picture of our ancestors that will be of interest
and insightful to present and future genera-
tions. Selective information from Waters com-
plements some story lines. The help of numerous
cousins was also solicited for stories, photographs
and colour; as well, cousins have developed bio-
graphical sketches of their parents and these con-
tributions have made a marked difference in the
completeness of the volume.

Readers should consider this a family chronicle —
a gathering of data, reminiscences and stories —
which provides an appreciation of our ancestors
and their collective contribution to their communi-
ties and to successive generations of descendants.
No doubt there are errors in the material, both fac-
tual and interpretative, for which I take full re-
sponsibility.

The story of our Turners is incomplete. Other
descendants can contribute additional data, in-
formation, pictures, vignettes and history. Fami-
ly tree data and sources can be found at
www.cullenancestry.ca. If readers note errors or
have new information, please advise me at
mark@cullenancestry.ca



Structure

Volume 1 covers my direct Turner descendant line from Holden, our first Turner to settle in Canada.
While summary family trees are presented for each generation, the focus is on the generational par-
ents. Some vital statistical data and other information for children are also presented. More detailed
information can be found on my website.

Direct Descendants of Holden Turner

Holden Turner Jennet Hutchinson
Born: 04 Nov 1760 Born: Abt. 1769
in Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland in Ayrshire, Scotland
Died: 03 Jan 1845 = Married: 1785
in Fredericton, New Brunswick in Maugerville, New Brunswick

Died: 03 Mar 1856
in Saint John, New Brunswick

George Hutchinson Turner Catherine Russell
Born: 1788 Born: 1799
in New Brunswick in Kingsclear, York County, New Brunswick
Died: 22 May 1860 - Married: 21 Jan 1817
in Fredericton, New Brunswick in Fredericton, New Brunswick

Died: 14 Mar 1841
in Fredericton, New Brunswick

John Turner Agnes Nicholson
Born: 31 Jul 1824 Born: 09 Jun 1825
in Fredericton, York County, New Brunswick in Dumfries, Scotland
Died: 31 Oct 1911 - Married: 31 Dec 1847
in Winnipeg, Manitoba in St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Fredricton York County, New Brunswick

Died: 28 Sep 1894
in Riviere du Loup Station, Quebec

Francis Ebenezer Tumer Emma Anastasia Lapointe
Born: 19 Jun 1853 Born: 31 Mar 1856

in Fredericton, New Brunswick in Notre Dame du Portage, Temiscouata, Quebec
Died: 06 Oct 1927 - Married: 02 May 1876
in Ottawa, Ontario in Edmunston, N.B.

Died: 31 Jan 1955
in Ottawa, Ontario

George Joseph Turner Bernadette Domitilde Joanis
Born: 02 Jan 1884 Born: 04 May 1886
in Ottawa, Ontario in Angers, Quebec
Died: 11 Apr 1977 - Married: 22 Aug 1906
in Ottawa, Ontario in Trés Ste. Trinité, Rockland, Ontario

Died: 04 Jun 1973
in Ottawa, Ontario

Pauline Mary Tumer John Anthony Lawrence Cullen
Born: 26 May 1921 Born: 12 Jun 1920
in Hurdman's Bridge, Ontario in Ottawa, Ontario

= Married: 02 May 1942
in Cyrville, Ontario
Died: 11 Jun 2011
in Ottawa, Ontario

Mark Lawrence Cullen
Born: 15 Feb 1943
in Ottawa, Ontario
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